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This unit starts with a study of imperialism and nationalism, dives into the causes
of World War I with a close look at militarism, territorial disputes, and the
complicated secret alliances of this period. We talked about the Triple Alliance
and the Triple Entente... and did a lot of map work in connection to all of those
themes (imperialism, nationalism, and the military alliances prior to WWI).
Once we covered the causes of WWI, we took a look at some of the key battles and
spent time looking at the weapons and strategies used in WWI. We spent quite a
bit of time talking about the complicated events of 1917 -- the Russian Revolution
and the U.S. entering the war. We spent time on the U.S. war effort and
Woodrow Wilson's efforts for world peace with his 14 Points. We spent a
couple of days wrapping up the WWI unit by talking about the Treaty of
Versailles, the results of the war, and the new map of Europe.

In order to understand how tensions that developed in Europe resulted in a WORLD war,
students have to have some understanding of some key concepts: imperialism and
nationalism.
Before jumping into World War I, we spent quite a bit of time talking about imperialism. We
talked in depth about British imperialism and the growth of the British Empire – in particular
their take-over of India and Egypt/the Suez Canal. We watched a Passage to India (though it is
set after WWI, the themes this movie explores fits in perfectly with our unit). We talked to a
lesser extent about Africa and the Scramble for Africa, though if you have the time there are
fabulous resources for exploring that topic.

From there we went on to talk about nationalism. We talked about the long-standing tensions
between France and Germany (from the 30 Years War to the Napoleonic Wars, Franco-Prussian
War) and the contested territory between these two countries… Alsace-Lorraine. We also spent
some time talking about the unification of Germany and Italy.
We spent time talking about the different nationalities in the Austro-Hungarian empire and
filled out maps (over and over) – just to make sure they kids really understood the tensions that
were building (against outside control of empires such as the Ottoman Empire or the AustroHungarian empire).
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Causes of World War I: From there, we looked at the way WWI broke out. We took quite a
bit of time filling out the WWI chart (starting with Bosnia/the assassination of Archduke
Ferdinand)… and then the other countries being pulled in one by one for one reason or another.

Weapons of WWI: We spent time talking about the weapons of WWI… This was an era of
•
•
•
•

cavalry… and airplanes
swords… and long-range artillery
fife and drums… and machine guns
passenger liners… and U-boats

In this section there are note pages about the various weapons and strategies of WWI... This section touches on
topics from trench warfare, artillery fire, grenades, and poison gas to zeppelins, submarines and aircraft. There
are some interactive notebook pieces provided. Students can either cut these pieces out and write on the inside
flaps or they can take notes directly on the page (without cutting the pieces out). Your student/s can do extra
research, but there is information provided about the main topics in this section.

We read All Quiet on the Western Front as we did this unit. My kids thought this book was
really good. It is a powerful book and if you have the time, I highly recommend it ... with the
caveat that it is a war novel, so not for sensitive kids! There are no specific pages in this packet
about the novel, but it gave the kids incredible insight into trench warfare and the
horrors/struggles soldiers faced.

Battles of WWI: The loss of life was staggering. At the opening of the war, on August 22, 2014 27,000 French
soldiers were killed in just one day of fighting near the Belgian and French borders in what has become known
as the Battle of the Frontiers. In our unit, we did not go into detail about military strategy and the military
battles of WWI. We touched on just six battles in this unit:
•
•
•

•

•

•

Battle of Tannenberg - one of the first major battles of World War I. It was fought between Russia and
Germany and ended in a German victory over the Russians.
First Battle of the Marne -- This was the first major WWI battle on the Western Front. British and
French troops were able to hold off the Germans just long enough. The Germans were forced to retreat.
Gallipoli Campaign - The Allies hoped to capture the Turkish city of Constantinople. They first had to
control the Dardanelles, the strait between the Sea of Marmara and the Aegean Sea. Allied naval attacks
failed. The Allies then began a land campaign. Allied forces landed at various locations along the
Gallipoli peninsula. The Allies were unable to make much progress away from the beaches. Eventually,
they withdrew.
Battle of Ypres 1915 was the Second Battle of Ypres – April 22 to May 25, 1915 It was fought for
control of the town of Ypres in western Belgium. It was the first time that Germany successfully used
chemical weapons on a large scale on the Western Front.
Battle of the Somme This was one of the largest and bloodiest battles of the First World War. It was
the first great offensive of World War I for the British. Tanks were used for the first time with some
success. It was fought near the Somme River in France.
Battle of Verdun – This was the largest and longest battle of the First World War on the Western
Front between the German and French armies - French repulsed a major German offensive - It included
some of World War I’s most devastating uses of artillery. - 800,000 casualties at Verdun, about 70
percent were caused by artillery.

There are some teacher's notes provided for this section as well.

Russian Revolution: WWI caused an incredible loss of life and led to political instability in
Russia. We talked about the Russian Revolution and the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk which took
Russia out of the war.

U.S. Enters WWI: We also spent time talking about why the U.S. entered the war and how the
public was mobilized quickly to support the war effort. We touched on topics such as
propaganda, the rights of neutrals (and unrestricted submarine warfare), the Preparedness
Campaign - Wheatless, Heatless, Meatless and Gasless Days, the Draft, Raising Money (War
Bonds), Wilsons 14 Points and so forth. Again, in this section there are teacher notes, fill-inthe-blank student notes, and some interactive notebook pages.

Results of WWI: In all over 65 million men fought in WWI. Over half were killed or wounded
This was sometimes called, “The War to End All Wars,” but it actually left a lasting legacy of
tension and bitterness. In fact, the harsh terms of the Treaty of Versailles which ended WWI left
Germany with a strong desire for revenge. In this final section, we talked about some of the
results of WWI and spent time on the post-WWI map of Europe.

