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Topics in this Unit: 

Renaissance 

• Renaissance Italy and the Medici Family 

• Medici – Popes 

• The Patrons (many of them were Medici) and the Artists that they supported 

• Renaissance & the Holy Roman Empire – You will be talking with the students about 

Charles V again and again throughout your studies because he was the Holy Roman 

Emperor when Martin Luther wrote his 95 Thesis… and his empire was divided with part 

going to his brother and the other part going to his son (Philip II – husband of “Bloody” 

Mary of England. Philip II is also the one who sent the Spanish Armada to attack 

England during Elizabeth’s reign) 

Reformation 

• Martin Luther 

English Reformation 

• Henry VIII & his wives 

• Formation of the Church of England 

• Mary (& Philip II) 

• Elizabeth (Sir Francis Drake, Spanish Armada) 

• Shakespeare 

• English vs. German Reformation 

Age of Absolutism 

• Charles V (and Martin Luther) – plus some lectures like this one: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2d3THYyRQy4 

• Ottoman Empire – Suleiman the Magnificent 

• Philip II – Spanish Armada 

• Sir Francis Drake 

• Louis XIV and Versailles – One of the ones we watched was the BBC The Real 

Versailles – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lf8Da04Fgwk 



• English Civil War 

• Thirty Years War 

• Partition of Poland 

Scientific Revolution 

• Copernicus, 

• Brahe, 

• Kepler, 

• Galileo, 

• Newton, 

• Vesalius, 

• Harvey, 

• Leeuwenhoek, 

• Hooke 

Enlightenment 

• Hobbes, 

• Locke, 

• Montesquieu, 

• Voltaire, 

• Rousseau 

  



Includes the Renaissance & Reformation, Absolute 

Monarchs, Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment 
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