A Checklist for
Surviving and
Enjoying the Holiday
Period!

Homeschooling in the next 6 weeks promises to be very
hectic. Not only are we balancing daily school work,
but there are other pressures on our time... holiday
parties, shopping, decorating, communicating with far-
away friends and family. Rather than getting swept
away by holiday stress, it’s a good 1dea to get an 1dea of
what challenges are coming up!

Keeping on top of things During the

Holidays!

This packet was made by Liesl:
©homeschoolden.com

Disclosure: Please note that some of the links in this packet are affiliate links, and at no additional cost to you, | will earn
a commission if you decide to make a purchase.



Holiday Preparations:

Cards: Gather the photos you want to use for Holiday cards. Put them in a folder or take
photos very soon!

Plan a date to put the holiday card together

Décor: Plan the date to put indoor holiday decorations up

Plan the date when you’ll put outdoor holiday decorations up

Clean up: Do you have guests coming? Get that area cleaned and organized as early as
possible!

Gifts: Brainstorm ideas for family gifts. This year we are going to be getting a dice/board game
for the cousins called, Escape The Curse of the Temple. (affiliate link) It is action packed and
my kids have played it for 3 hours at a stretch!!

Budget:

Do you have a set budget for holiday gifts? Estimate how much you’ll spend on each
family/friend/extras (teachers, etc.) Each gift card is “only” $15 dollars or so, but that adds up
quickly! Jot down some of the extra expenses you anticipate this holiday season:

Holiday Activities

Don’t Overextend Yourself! Note the days you have holiday parties, concerts and other
outside obligations. Write everything down!
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Holiday Crafts: Create a list of holiday crafts you’d like to introduce to the kids. Choose 2 or 3
and put them on the calendar (perhaps do them on the same day of the week at the end of
November and first two weeks of December).

Wrapping Paper: At some point early in December, give the kids huge pieces of butcher
paper. Have them decorate their own wrapping paper. Then set those aside to wrap gifts
for the holidays.

©homeschoolden.com


http://amzn.to/2fIHzw9

Holiday Recipes: We all gather recipes and goodies that look amazing, right? Choose 2 or 3 of
those to try out, pencil them in on the calendar — and then let all the others go! You can’t make
and do everything, so choose the best of the best and give those a try!

Books: What special holiday books will you read with the kids?

Advent Calendar/EIf on the Shelf: Will you do an advent calendar or elf on the shelf
activities? Plan those out.

Christmas Mailbox: Last year instead of an advent calendar we picked up
a Christmas mailbox to store on the dining room table. We “mailed” little

messages to each other this holiday season... thoughtful things we noticed R
someone doing, praise for something they did well, or just a nice comment \V
to make someone feel good. '

We decided that each of us would have a day (M-F because there are five in our family) when
the rest of us would leave a nice note in the mailbox. The kids were pretty excited about this
idea. | liked the idea of doing something thoughtful and kind for others during the holiday
season.

The Results? It was A-MAXING!! We are definitely planning to do this again this year!
Everyone looked forward to their day of the week and we all kept our letters as keepsakes!

Homeschooling in November and December

Keep the Kitchen Table Clutter Free: Many of us tend to let our homeschooling creep into
the common areas of our home. Try to pick up and put away all non-essential homeschool
materials. Keeping the clutter at bay can really help with the stress and pressure we feel!

What days will we do ""themed"* printables? (For example, we usually do math printables
that correspond to the holidays.) Print them out ahead of time. Mark them down on the calendar
S0 you bring them out on the right day.

What units do we want to finish up?

Jot down those unit activities into the calendar below and try to determine when those can
happen.

Relax and Give Yourself Permission to Take Unexpected Days Off: Give yourself
permission to miss a day, a couple of days, a week or more! Homeschooling is a journey not a
destination! The memories of a fun, stress free holiday will be more be more powerful to the
kids as adults than any “homeschooling goal” we might have ticked off the ole checklist. It’s
important to keep it all in perspective!

| hope you have a happy and safe Thanksgiving and that your holiday season is stress free and
meaningful!

©homeschoolden.com



See you again soon here or over at our Homeschool Den
Facebook Page! Don’t forget to subscribe to our
Homeschool Den Newsletter.



https://www.facebook.com/HomeschoolDen/
https://www.facebook.com/HomeschoolDen/
http://homeschoolden.com/subscribe/
http://homeschoolden.com/subscribe/
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De-Clutter and Clean ' Indoor/Outdoor Decorations

Cards Presents
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Hoiidad Pianning

Christmas Fun . Christmas re-aloud books

Christmas Movies Christmas Crafts
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= Christmas Places to Visit People to Write/Call

Christmas Mailbox Baking List
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Homeschool Supply List

Pencils & Pens
Quality erasers
Colored pencils
Markers :
Crayons o x library card
Oil Pastels

Glue

Scissors

Stapler

3 Hole Punch

Single hole puncher

Tape and tape dispensers
Glue & glue sticks
Rubber bands

Brads

Construction paper

Plain white paper
Cardstock Paper
Workboxes - Storage cart with 10 drawers. We have one for each of the kids!

Date Stamp

Timer

Tote bag m

3-ringed notebooks O

Dividers —

Loose leaf paper

File folders

Notebooks

Writing Journals: We use the bound ones. The kids are more excited by those.
Primary writing journal (for PreK-Gr. 1) has space for drawing (above) writing (below)
Math Manipulatives (tiles, geometric board, place value cards (we love our set from
Right Start Math), math balance)

X computer
X printer
x tablet or e-reader

APR 28 2019

Ruler 30
Protractor 589 | 2
Clip board/s S

\\1

640

Dry Erase Sleeve (we found some at Oriental Trading)
Plastic Tray (for messy art projects)

Dry Erase board - Magnetic (to use with spelling program or math manipulatives)
Laminator

Comb or Spiral Binder Machine & combs and covers ‘
Project Bricks

©Made by Liesllmdmeschoolden.com


http://store.rightstartmath.com/place-value-cards/
http://store.rightstartmath.com/place-value-cards/

Homeschool Science Supply List

Disclosure: Please note that some of the clickable links below are affiliate links, and at no additional cost to
you, | will earn a commission if you decide to make a purchase. Thanks for your support! ~Lies|

T thought I would put together a list of science supplies that we have used over the years.
We slowly have acquired these science materials. T would recommend only purchasing only
what you need.

Things we acquired early on in our homeschooling journey:

U Microscope

U Prepared slides: We have several sets of prepared slides. I have all three levels, but
T would suggest you start with just one set and go from there. The photos on Amazon
show what is displayed on each slide.

0 Microscope Prepared Slide Set - 12 Slides - Elementary Level

0 Prepared Slide Set - Intermediate
Goggles
Rock Kits -- We bought a set of rock specimens, including igneous, sedimentary, and
metamorphic rocks like this one: American Educational Classroom Collection of Rocks
and Minerals. We have used this regularly through the years, so I'm glad we invested
in a kit so the kids could really explore the rocks. Remember too that we have a free
Rocks and Minerals packet and free sheets on the Three Types of Rocks. The kids
also *loved* cracking open geodes (we liked larger ones better than the 1 inch rocks).

U We also got a really amazing fossil kit. The kids *love™ exploring these and we have
used this with our geologic timeline activities. I can't remember where we got our,
but it wasn't at Amazon.

U Plastic test tube set. We've gotten so much use out of this inexpensive set of Test
Tube Trays from Oriental Trading

U We had fun with live mealworms and watching their life cycle. See this post:
Working with Mealworms.

U Kits: We've gotten a number of kits through the years. The kids absolutely loved
creating their own solar system: 4M Solar System Planetarium. They also loved the
Squishy Human Body and we use that almost every year. We also have done kits on
DNA, Physics and others.

Now that the kids are older (Ages 9, 11), we are slowly adding other science materials
U Molecule Set: When the kids were younger, we made our own molecules (with foam or
marshmallows) and used a cheap kit (not really recommended), but now that they're
older we invested in an actual plastic set made by Molymod - 52 atom parts if you are
like us and have a number of kids you might be interested in the larger kit. This is the
one we got: Molymod Chemistry Molecular Model, Teacher Set (111 atom parts)
U Glass Graduated cylinder/s

©Made by Lieslldmeschoolden.com


http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001R1CIOC/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B001R1CIOC&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=LS2QWWCFNKJA6ZR3
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00864N4K0/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B00864N4K0&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=ET55EPLBMTIDUVVQ
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005QDPZ6U/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005QDPZ6U&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=NXNUKEWP4P2YIENB
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005QDPZ6U/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005QDPZ6U&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=NXNUKEWP4P2YIENB
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00PHQ1ZU6/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B00PHQ1ZU6&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=FOQKS27HVAPDDWHX
http://www.orientaltrading.com/super-science-test-tubes-with-trays-a2-59_1025-12-1.fltr?Ntt=test+tube
http://www.orientaltrading.com/super-science-test-tubes-with-trays-a2-59_1025-12-1.fltr?Ntt=test+tube
http://homeschoolden.com/2012/08/20/a-great-science-activity-observing-mealworms/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000HGJJ7W/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B000HGJJ7W&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=4MXKLKRZOSCTFV4W
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1932855785/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1932855785&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=B73X4B6EFBVHUZKA
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1932855785/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1932855785&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=B73X4B6EFBVHUZKA
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005RUTZ8Q/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005RUTZ8Q&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=UN3F22RGQRL2X7NZ
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005NWGGY4/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005NWGGY4&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=ORZ35RYPRSUG6WO7
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B006UKICQS/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B006UKICQS&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=6SXZW7MTJKPLYJNV

U Scale or balance that measures in grams. I decided fo get a digital scale (the one T
chose measures up to 11lbs and can weight in grams, oz, etc.). Many people get
balances instead, but I decided on this because we have a math balance (from Right
Start Math) which has been fine for showing things like Air Has Weight (an
experiment we did in our weather unit) .

U Density cubes - These are for a unit on density... which you can do as young as 4th
grade, but we're doing later (6r. 5 and 7) because I'll have the kids do lots of math
calculations. Volume=LxWxH ; equations. Density=mass/volume or D=M/V. We got a
set that includes ironwood (a very dense wood)--similar to this one Deluxe Density
Cube Set (Carolina is a very reputable science supply store), but this set of 10 would
work well too: Density Cube Set. I saw cheap sets, but was worried when people said
the dimensions of the cubes were off.

U Equal mass set: There are different options available. We got this one ETA
hand2mind, Equal Mass Diverse Materials Set, (41785). I'll come back to update this
once we've done our experiments.

And I'm sure we'll acquire more as the kids get older.

Disclosure: Please note that some of the clickable links above are affiliate links, and at no additional cost to
you, | will earn a commission if you decide to make a purchase. Thanks for your support! ~Lie sl
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http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004164SRA/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B004164SRA&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=5JEA2BXCSX3NKSCI
http://store.rightstartmath.com/math-balance/
http://homeschoolden.com/2014/05/12/weather-unit-experiments-about-air/
http://homeschoolden.com/2014/05/12/weather-unit-experiments-about-air/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005Z37RIU/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005Z37RIU&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=7BLJKI3SZCMHPM2E
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005Z37RIU/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005Z37RIU&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=7BLJKI3SZCMHPM2E
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00ET6H38S/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B00ET6H38S&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=3BSSPVWGRAWN3SCR
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B008AK6AX8/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B008AK6AX8&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=QJ3WTSN5C7IQYVTJ
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B008AK6AX8/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B008AK6AX8&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=QJ3WTSN5C7IQYVTJ

Homeschool Supply Shopping List
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History
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Be sure to check out our packets

at homeschoolden.com

Earth Science Packet: Plate Movement, Earthquakes
Volcanoes and more!
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Simple Machines Packet

. Simple Machines Packet
About 30 pages



http://homeschoolden.com/2015/02/04/earth-science-packet-layers-of-the-earth-plate-tectonics-earthquakes-volcanoes-4-types-of-mountains-and-more/
http://homeschoolden.com/2015/03/10/cell-unit-cell-organelles-cell-functions-eurkaryotic-vs-prokaryotic-cells-animal-vs-plant-cells-and-more/
http://homeschoolden.com/2013/11/11/free-simple-machines-packet-about-25-pages/

Be sure to check out our packets

at homeschoolden.com
Human Body Systems
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http://homeschoolden.com/2013/04/03/human-body-systems-free-worksheets/
http://homeschoolden.com/store/
http://homeschoolden.com/store/
http://homeschoolden.com/2013/05/08/digestive-system-free-worksheets/

Be sure to check out our packets: at
homeschoolden.com

Civics and Government Packet:

Amgrican Rgvolution PEICI(EL (A Study of the causes of and events leading to

the American Revolution such as the French & Indian War, Sugar & Molasses Acts, Stamp Act, Boston
Massacre, Townshend Acts, Boston Tea Party, Lexington & Concord and more)

Highlighting:
The French and Indian Wa
Albany Plan
Sugarind Molasses Acu
Po 's Rebellion
Proclamation ¢f 1763 .
Stamp Act E 4
Sons of LabG‘ty . 2|
No'ble Men of Boston
Townshend Actg
Tea Act
Boston Tea Party
Intolerable Acts
First Continental Congress
Battles of Lexington and Concord :


http://homeschoolden.com/2015/03/30/civics-and-government-constitution-worksheets/
http://homeschoolden.com/2015/10/05/causes-of-and-events-leading-to-the-american-revolution/
http://homeschoolden.com/2015/10/05/causes-of-and-events-leading-to-the-american-revolution/

World Facts Packet:

*Largest countries

*Population facts

*Major world religions

*Facts about the World: longest river, largest desert, wettest and driest places on Earth, tallest
mountain, deepest spot in the ocean, etc.

*Facts about the US: largest/smallest state, capital, highest mountain, longest river, rivers & lakes sheet,
largest cities, neighbors

*Blank fact sheet pages for: Canada, United Kingdom, Australia, South Africa

*Famous world landmarks

WORLD FACTS WHAY po MORE WORLD FACTS
Yoy —

acis Backe
rid Facgs Backet
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PAGES INCLUDE:

*Largest countries

*Population facts

*Major world religions

*Facts about the US:
largest/smallest state, capital,
highest mountain, longest

homeschoolden.con¥
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http://homeschoolden.com/2015/07/27/world-facts-packet/

Be sure to check out our packets: at
homeschoolden.com

Animal Packet: (5 vertebrate groups, characteristics of animals, invertebrate
animal groups, animal track activities, domesticated vs. wild animals
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http://homeschoolden.com/2015/12/21/animal-unit-types-of-animals-worksheet-packet-30-pages/
http://homeschoolden.com/2015/12/21/animal-unit-types-of-animals-worksheet-packet-30-pages/

Biology Unit: Biomes, Ecosystems, Habitats, Feeding Relationships, Biological
Interactions

The Biosphere

Levels of Orgavization
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_ Biology Unit:
e This 70-page packet

| vemperate Deciuous Forest
Bl remperat orea Frest

B omreen | covers the biosphere:

Biomes, Ecosystems,
Habitats, Food Chain/Food
Webs, Feeding
Relationships, Energy
Pyramid, Biologicial
Interactions: symbiosis,
mutualism, amensalism,
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Biome Worksheets and Picture Cards

Troprd Sovonns Toge (hovedl Foreatl Yabon, Conal

8 x 11 Printable Photos of the 9 Biomes
(or print 4-per-page for smaller cards)

Part of our 70-page homeschoolden.com
Biology Packet


http://homeschoolden.com/2016/02/15/biology-unit-on-the-biosphere-biomes-ecosystems-habitats-feeding-relationships-biological-interactions/
http://homeschoolden.com/2016/02/15/biology-unit-on-the-biosphere-biomes-ecosystems-habitats-feeding-relationships-biological-interactions/
http://homeschoolden.com/2016/02/15/biology-unit-on-the-biosphere-biomes-ecosystems-habitats-feeding-relationships-biological-interactions/

Ocean Unit

We did a very thorough study of the hydrosphere — ie. the ocean. We talked about the various marine
habitats, the features of the ocean floor, salinity, tides and currents, ocean navigation, ocean life: Special

Body Features, Fish Body Shape and Movement, Biological Interactions: Mutualism and Commensalism in
the Ocean, Deep Sea Life — Bioluminescence, Anglerfish
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http://homeschoolden.com/2016/04/26/ocean-unit-packet-marine-habitats-currents-ocean-floor-ocean-life-and-more/

States of Matter Packet: Solid, Liquid, Gas & the

Changing States of Matter

Three States of Matter

45+ Page Packet
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Electricity and Circuits STEM Unit - With a dozen

hands-on activities!
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Be sure to check out our packets
at homeschoolden.com

Rocks and Mineral Packet

Rocks and Minerals Unit
arimanly srech

Made by Liesi at the
Homeschool Den

and for 3-7 year olds, our 60+ page Dinosaur Packet!
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http://homeschoolden.com/2014/10/14/free-rocks-and-minerals-packet/
http://homeschoolden.com/2014/10/14/free-rocks-and-minerals-packet/
http://homeschoolden.com/2015/03/02/dinosaurpacket/

Be sure to check out our packets
at homeschoolden.com
Feudalism, Medieval Art

=, #= Middle Ages Unit

Feudalism Activities

Feudalism Simulatioir Activiey ——

Draw cards und see whof your fate is.

. - ﬁmm CHINA
History and World PACKET @
Cultures Notebook | ===

Pages

Made by Liesl at the #omeschool Den
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World Religions

Slave Trade

Plus we have packets on the Civil Rights Movement, Africa, India, Genghis
Khan, Marco Polo and much more!!



You might also be interested in these multiplication packets
available over at homeschoolden.com:

Learning the Multiplication Tables BUNDLE - over 150 pages

of games, worksheets, skip counting practice and morel!
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Multiplication by 3s Packet: Learn the 3s

, Practice the 2s, 5s,

10s
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http://homeschoolden.com/2015/11/30/multiplication-by-4s-and-9s-packets/
http://homeschoolden.com/2015/11/30/multiplication-by-4s-and-9s-packets/

Multiplication by 8s Packet: 25 pages of worksheets, Lizard Races for

the 4s, 6s, 7s, 8s and 9s
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FREE Beginner’s Music Curriculum: Learning Notes, Rhythm, Music

Notation and More! (Free!)
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