
A  Check list  for 

Surviving and 

En joying t he Holiday 

Period! 
Homeschooling in the next 6 weeks promises to be very 

hectic.  Not only are we balancing daily school work, 

but there are other pressures on our timeé holiday 

parties, shopping, decorating, communicating with far-

away friends and family.  Rather than getting swept 

away by holiday stress, itôs a good idea to get an idea of 

what challenges are coming up! 

Keeping on top of things During the  

Hol idays!  
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Holiday Preparations: 
Cards: Gather the photos you want to use for Holiday cards.  Put them in a folder or take 

photos very soon! 

Plan a date to put the holiday card together _____________________ 

Décor: Plan the date to put indoor holiday decorations up ____________________ 

Plan the date when youôll put outdoor holiday decorations up ____________________ 

Clean up: Do you have guests coming?  Get that area cleaned and organized as early as 

possible! 

Gifts:  Brainstorm ideas for family gifts. This year we are going to be getting a dice/board game 

for the cousins called, Escape The Curse of the Temple. (affiliate link) It is action packed and 

my kids have played it for 3 hours at a stretch!! 

Budget: 

Do you have a set budget for holiday gifts?  Estimate how much youôll spend on each 

family/friend/extras (teachers, etc.) Each gift card is ñonlyò $15 dollars or so, but that adds up 

quickly! Jot down some of the extra expenses you anticipate this holiday season: 

Holiday Activities 

Donôt Overextend Yourself!  Note the days you have holiday parties, concerts and other 

outside obligations. Write everything down! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Crafts:  Create a list of holiday crafts youôd like to introduce to the kids. Choose 2 or 3 

and put them on the calendar (perhaps do them on the same day of the week at the end of 

November and first two weeks of December). 

Wrapping Paper: At some point early in December, give the kids huge pieces of butcher 

paper.  Have them decorate their own wrapping paper. Then set those aside to wrap gifts 

for the holidays.  
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Holiday Recipes: We all gather recipes and goodies that look amazing, right?  Choose 2 or 3 of 

those to try out, pencil them in on the calendar ï and then let all the others go! You canôt make 

and do everything, so choose the best of the best and give those a try!  

Books: What special holiday books will you read with the kids?  

Advent Calendar/Elf on the Shelf: Will you do an advent calendar or elf on the shelf 

activities? Plan those out. 

Christmas Mailbox: Last year instead of an advent calendar we picked up 

a Christmas mailbox to store on the dining room table. We ñmailedò little 

messages to each other this holiday seasoné thoughtful things we noticed 

someone doing, praise for something they did well, or just a nice comment 

to make someone feel good.   

We decided that each of us would have a day (M-F because there are five in our family) when 

the rest of us would leave a nice note in the mailbox.  The kids were pretty excited about this 

idea. I liked the idea of doing something thoughtful and kind for others during the holiday 

season.  

The Results? It was A-MAXING!! We are definitely planning to do this again this year!  

Everyone looked forward to their day of the week and we all kept our letters as keepsakes!  

Homeschooling in November and December 
Keep the Kitchen Table Clutter Free: Many of us tend to let our homeschooling creep into 

the common areas of our home.  Try to pick up and put away all non-essential homeschool 

materials.  Keeping the clutter at bay can really help with the stress and pressure we feel! 

What days will we do "themed" printables?  (For example, we usually do math printables 

that correspond to the holidays.) Print them out ahead of time. Mark them down on the calendar 

so you bring them out on the right day. 

What units do we want to finish up?  

Jot down those unit activities into the calendar below and try to determine when those can 

happen.  

Relax and Give Yourself Permission to Take Unexpected Days Off : Give yourself 

permission to miss a day, a couple of days, a week or more!  Homeschooling is a journey not a 

destination!  The memories of a fun, stress free holiday will be more be more powerful to the 

kids as adults than any ñhomeschooling goalò we might have ticked off the ole checklist.  Itôs 

important to keep it all in perspective! 

I hope you have a happy and safe Thanksgiving and that your holiday season is stress free and 

meaningful!  
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See you again soon here or over at our Homeschool Den 

Facebook Page! Donôt forget to subscribe to our 

Homeschool Den Newsletter. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HomeschoolDen/
https://www.facebook.com/HomeschoolDen/
http://homeschoolden.com/subscribe/
http://homeschoolden.com/subscribe/


To Do List  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



November 2016  

SUNDAY  MON DAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRI DAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    
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Election Day  



December 2016  
SUNDAY  MON DAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRI DAY SATURDAY 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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Christmas Day New Year's Eve  



Holiday Planning  
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Holiday Planning  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indoor/Outdoor Decorations De-Clutter and Clean 

 

Cards 

 

Presents 
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Holiday Planning  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas re-aloud books 

 

Christmas Fun 

 

Christmas Movies 

 

Christmas Crafts 
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Holiday Sport Schedule  
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Holiday Planning  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People to Write/Call 

 

Christmas Places to Visit 

 

Christmas Mailbox 

 

Baking List 
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January  2017  
SUNDAY  MON DAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRI DAY SATURDAY 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
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Martin Luther King 

Day 

Australia Day Chinese New Year 



February  2017  
SUNDAY  MON DAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRI DAY SATURDAY 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28     
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Super Bowl 

Groundhog Day 

Mardi Gras 

President's Day 

Valentine's Day 



        2017  
SUNDAY  MON DAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRI DAY SATURDAY 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
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Spring Begins 

St. Patrick's Day 



April 2017  
SUNDAY  MON DAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRI DAY SATURDAY 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
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30 

Easter 

Earth    

Day 

 



May 2017  
SUNDAY  MON DAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRI DAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    
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Mother's 

Day 
 

Memorial 

Day 



June 2017  
SUNDAY  MON DAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRI DAY SATURDAY 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  
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Father's 

Day 
 



Homeschool Supply List 

Ö Pencils & Pens 

Ö Quality erasers  

Ö Colored pencils  

Ö Markers  

Ö Crayons 

Ö Oil Pastels  

Ö Glue 

Ö Scissors  

Ö Stapler  

Ö 3 Hole Punch 

Ö Single hole puncher  

Ö Tape and tape dispensers  

Ö Glue & glue stick s 

Ö Rubber bands 

Ö Brads  

Ö Construction paper  

Ö Plain white paper   

Ö Cardstock Paper   

Ö Workboxes - Storage cart with 10 drawers . We have one for each of the kids!  

Ö Date Stamp  

Ö Timer   

Ö Tote bag  

Ö 3-ringed notebooks   

Ö Dividers  

Ö Loose leaf paper  

Ö File folders  

Ö Notebooks  

Ö Writin g Journals : We use the bound ones. The kids are more excited by those.  

Ö Primary writing journal (for PreK -Gr. 1) has space for drawing (above) writing (below)  

Ö Math Manipulatives (tiles, geometric board, place value cards (we love our set from 

Right Start Math ), math balance)   

Ö Ruler 

Ö Protractor  

Ö Clip board / s 

Ö Dry Erase Sleeve (we found some at Oriental Trading)  

Ö Plastic Tray (for messy art projects)  

Ö Dry Erase board - Magnetic (to use with spelli ng program or math manipulatives)  

Ö Laminator  

Ö Comb or Spiral Binder Machine & combs and covers  

Ö Project Bricks  

× computer  

× printer  

× tablet or e -reader  

× library card  
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http://store.rightstartmath.com/place-value-cards/
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Homeschool Science Supply List 
Disclosure: Please note that some of the  clickable  links below  are affiliate links, and at no additional cost to  

you, I will earn a commission if you decide to make a purchase. Thanks for your support! ~Liesl  

 
I thought I would put together a list of science supplies that we have used over the years. 

We slowly have acquired these science materials. I would recommend  only purchasing only 

what you need. 

 

Things we acquired early on in our homeschooling journey:  

ü Microscope  

ü Prepared slides: We have several sets of prepared slides. I have all three levels, but 

I would suggest you start with just one set and go from ther e. The photos on Amazon 

show what is displayed on each slide.  

o Microscope Prepared Slide Set - 12 Slides - Elementary Level  

o Prepared Slide Set - Intermediate  

ü Goggles 

ü Rock Kits --  We bought a set of rock specimens, including igneous, sedimentary, and 

metamorphic rocks  like this one: American Educational Classroom Collection of Rocks 

and Minerals . We have used this regularly through the years, so I'm glad we invested 

in a kit so the  kids could really explore the rocks. Remember too that we have a free 

Rocks and Minerals packet and free sheets on the Three Types of Rocks. The kids 

also *loved* cracking open geodes (we liked larger ones better than the 1 inch rocks).  

ü We also got a really amazing fossil kit. The kids *love* exploring these and we have 

used this with our geologic timeline activities.  I can't remember where we got our, 

but it wasn't at Amazon.  

ü Plastic test tube set.  We've gotten so much use out of this inexpensive set of Test 

Tube Trays from Oriental Trading  

ü We had fun with live mealworms and watching their life cycle.  See this post:  

Working with Mealworms . 

ü Kits: We've gotten a number of kits through the years. The kids absolutely loved 

creating their own solar system: 4M Solar System Planetarium . They also loved the  

Squishy Human Body and we use that almost every year. We also have done kits on 

DNA, Physics and others.  

 

Now that the kids are older (Ages 9, 11), we are slowly adding other sci ence materials  

ü Molecule Set:  When the kids were younger, we made our own molecules (with foam or 

marshmallows) and used a cheap kit (not really recommended), but now that they're 

older we invested in an actual plastic set made by Molymod - 52 atom parts  if you are 

like us and have a number of kids you might be in terested in the larger kit. This is the 

one we got: Molymod Chemistry Molecular Model, Teacher Set (111 atom parts)  

ü Glass Graduated cylinder/s   
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http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001R1CIOC/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B001R1CIOC&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=LS2QWWCFNKJA6ZR3
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00864N4K0/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B00864N4K0&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=ET55EPLBMTIDUVVQ
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005QDPZ6U/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005QDPZ6U&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=NXNUKEWP4P2YIENB
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005QDPZ6U/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005QDPZ6U&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=NXNUKEWP4P2YIENB
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00PHQ1ZU6/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B00PHQ1ZU6&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=FOQKS27HVAPDDWHX
http://www.orientaltrading.com/super-science-test-tubes-with-trays-a2-59_1025-12-1.fltr?Ntt=test+tube
http://www.orientaltrading.com/super-science-test-tubes-with-trays-a2-59_1025-12-1.fltr?Ntt=test+tube
http://homeschoolden.com/2012/08/20/a-great-science-activity-observing-mealworms/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000HGJJ7W/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B000HGJJ7W&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=4MXKLKRZOSCTFV4W
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1932855785/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1932855785&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=B73X4B6EFBVHUZKA
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1932855785/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1932855785&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=B73X4B6EFBVHUZKA
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005RUTZ8Q/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005RUTZ8Q&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=UN3F22RGQRL2X7NZ
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005NWGGY4/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005NWGGY4&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=ORZ35RYPRSUG6WO7
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B006UKICQS/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B006UKICQS&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=6SXZW7MTJKPLYJNV


ü Scale or balance  that measures in grams.  I decided to get a digital scale  (the one I 

chose measures up to 11lbs and can weight in grams, oz, etc.). Many people get 

balances instead, but I decided on this because we have a math balance (from Right 

St art Math) which has been fine for showing things like Air Has Weight (an 

experiment we did in our weather unit)  . 

ü Density cubes  - These are for a unit on density... whi ch you can do as young as 4th 

grade, but we're doing later (Gr. 5 and 7) because I'll have the kids do lots of math 

calculations. Volume=LxWxH ; equations.  Density=mass/volume or D=M/V. We got a 

set that includes ironwood (a very dense wood) -- similar to t his one Deluxe Density 

Cube Set  (Carolina is a very reputab le science supply store), but this set of 10 would 

work well too: Densit y Cube Set . I saw cheap sets, but was worried when people said 

the dimensions of the cubes were off.  

ü Equal mass set:  There are different options available. We got this one ETA 

hand2mind, Equal Mass Diverse Materials Set, (41785) . I'll come back to update this 

once we've done our experiments.  

 

And I'm sure we'll a cquire more as the kids get older.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disclosure: Please note that some of the  clickable  links above  are affiliate links, and at no additional cost to 

you, I will earn a commission if you decide to make a purchase. Thanks for your support! ~Lie sl 
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http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004164SRA/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B004164SRA&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=5JEA2BXCSX3NKSCI
http://store.rightstartmath.com/math-balance/
http://homeschoolden.com/2014/05/12/weather-unit-experiments-about-air/
http://homeschoolden.com/2014/05/12/weather-unit-experiments-about-air/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005Z37RIU/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005Z37RIU&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=7BLJKI3SZCMHPM2E
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005Z37RIU/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005Z37RIU&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=7BLJKI3SZCMHPM2E
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00ET6H38S/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B00ET6H38S&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=3BSSPVWGRAWN3SCR
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B008AK6AX8/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B008AK6AX8&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=QJ3WTSN5C7IQYVTJ
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B008AK6AX8/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B008AK6AX8&linkCode=as2&tag=homeden09-20&linkId=QJ3WTSN5C7IQYVTJ


Homeschool Supply Shopping List 
 

 

Ö ________________________________  

Ö ________________________________  

Ö ________________________________  

Ö ________________________________  

Ö ________________________________  

Ö ________________________________  

Ö __________________ ______________  

Ö ________________________________  

Ö ________________________________  

Ö ________________________________  

Ö ________________________________  

Ö ________________________________  

Ö ________________________________  

Ö ________________________________  

Ö __________ ______________________  

Ö ________________________________  
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