
The Crusades  

 

There were a number of different Crusades from 1090s through the 1200s. 

The People's Crusade, led by ______________ the Hermit in 1096. The people 

who set out from France included _______________________________________. 

When they arrived in ______________________ the Emperor shipped across to 

Asia Minor.  They found an empty castle and settled in. Turkish soldiers crept up 

and surrounded them. The leader of the peasant Crusaders offered to surrender, but 

asked to be spared. When the gates were opened the soldiers attacked. Very few 

crusaders survived. 

The First Crusade, 1096-1099, led by  ___ nobles who led their armies by 

different routes to Constantinople. _________________ people set out, but only 

____________ were knights. (The others were wives, children, cooks, blacksmiths, 

etc.) Once again, the emperor sent them across to Asia Minor (so they wouldn't 

__________________________) They had a terrible trip across to the Holy Land 

because ___________________________________________________________. 

Eventually they reached Jerusalem. They constructed siege towers and eventually 

attacked and entered the city.  Many inhabitants were massacred. After that many 

crusaders went home. Those who stayed organized four feudal territories which 

were known as ______________________, the Kingdom beyond the Sea. 

Crusaders occupied this territory for nearly __________ years. 

The Second Crusade, 1147-49, led by the French King _________________, his 

wife _________________ of Aquitaine, and Conrad III of the Holy Roman Empire. 
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They traveled in style with troubadours and wagons with clothes, furs, jewels, 

cookware, carpets, etc.  The French and German armies attacked Damascus, but a 

storm of arrows from the city walls killed hundreds of French soldiers.  They 

continued south to Jerusalem, but after two years the Crusaders returned home. 

The Third Crusade, 1189-1192, Saladin the ruler of _____________, united 

Muslims across the region and started a war against the Christians. Saladin captured 

___________________, but treated the inhabitants well. 

The kings of Europe wanted to drive the infidel out of 

Jerusalem.  Leading the Third Crusades were 

_________________ of England, Philip Augustus of 

_______________, and Frederick I of the Holy Roman 

Empire. Their armies put the city of Acre (a city north 

of Jerusalem) under siege. Acre fell.  

Eventually, Richard signed a treaty with Saladin. 

Jerusalem remained in the hands of Saladin, but both Muslim and 

________________ pilgrims would be allowed to visit the city safely.  

The Fourth Crusade, 1204 -- Pope Innocent II persuaded an army of knights to 

attack ________________. When the army reached _____________________, they 

didn't have enough money to ___________________________________________. 

The elderly Doge (Duke) of Venice offered to cut the costs of transporting the 

30,000 men to Egypt if they would first __________________________________. 

Zara was a ______________________ city! Then they went on to attack 

________________________________. They robbed ___________________ and 

______________________.They divided the lands and set up a feudal kingdom. 
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There were a number of different Crusades from 1090s through the 1200s. 

The People's Crusade, led by Peter the Hermit in 1096. The people who set out 

from France included old men, women and children 

When they arrived in Constantinople the Emperor shipped across to Asia Minor.  

They found an empty castle and settled in. Turkish soldiers crept up and surrounded 

them. The leader of the peasant Crusaders offered to surrender, but asked to be 

spared. When the gates were opened the soldiers attacked. Very few crusaders 

survived. 

The First Crusade, 1096-1099, led by  4 nobles who led their armies by different 

routes to Constantinople. 40,000 people set out, but only 4,000 were knights. (The 

others were wives, children, cooks, blacksmiths, etc.) Once again, the emperor sent 

them across to Asia Minor (so they wouldn't plunder the city.) They had a terrible 

trip across to the Holy Land because it was hot, the terrain was rugged, and there 

was little food and water. 

Eventually they reached Jerusalem. They constructed siege towers and eventually 

attacked and entered the city.  Many inhabitants were massacred. After that many 

crusaders went home. Those who stayed organized four feudal territories which 

were known as Outremer,  the Kingdom beyond the Sea. Crusaders occupied this 

territory for nearly 50 years. 

The Second Crusade, 1147-49, led by the French King Louis, his wife Eleanor of 

Aquitaine, and Conrad III of the Holy Roman Empire. 

The Third Crusade, 1189-1192, Saladin the ruler of Egypt united Muslims across 

the region and started a war against the Christians. Saladin captured Jerusalem, but 

treated the inhabitants well. 

The kings of Europe wanted to drive the infidel out of Jerusalem.  Leading the 

Third Crusades were Richard of England, Philip Augustus of France, and Frederick 

I of the Holy Roman Empire. Their armies put the city of Acre (a city north of 

Jerusalem under seige. Acre fell. 
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Eventually, Richard signed a treaty with Saladin. Jerusalem remained in the hands 

of Saladin, but both Muslim and Christian pilgrims would be allowed to visit the 

city safely.  

 

The Fourth Crusade, 1204 -- Pope Innocent II persuaded an army of knights to 

attack Egypt.  When the army reached Venice (in Italy) they didn't have enough 

money to pay for sea passage to Egypt. The elderly Doge (Duke) of Venice offered 

to cut the costs of transporting the 30,000 men to Egypt if they would first attack 

the city of Zara. 

Zara was a Christian city! Then they went on to attack Constantinople. They robbed 

palaces and churches.  They divided the lands and set up a feudal kingdom. 
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Hundred Year's War 

In the 1300s, ____________________ still controlled 

a small part of southwestern France.  That region 

produced a lot of _____________.  Each year wine 

was shipped from Bordeaux to London and then 

returned with a lot of _______.  It was a profitable 

business and when English merchants heard the 

French might try to take over that region, they 

encouraged ____________ III to fight to protect their 

rights. 

The English also claimed that __________________________________________. 

Meanwhile, Edward had been trying to bring Wales and Scotland under his control.  

The French aided the ______________ in their armed resistance to English troops. 

In 1337 a long conflict began between ________________ and _______________. 

This was known as the Hundred Years' War. 

All land battles took place ______________________________.  During peaceful 

periods, bored soldiers __________________________________________. 

The English army was well disciplined. It consisted mainly of professional soldiers.  

They also had the __________________, a new weapon which could shoot 

accurately over _____________ feet.  The arrow could easily penetrate the 

__________ of a knight or horse. 

The French often used the ____________________, which could travel over 

______________ yards (a longer range than the longbow), but it took a lot longer to 

reload. 

Battle of Crécy: 

Poitiers: 

Agincourt: 

Joan of Arc: 
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In the 1300s, England still controlled a small part of southwestern France.  That 

region produced a lot of wine.  Each year wine was shipped from Bordeaux to 

London and then returned with a lot of wool.  It was a profitable business and when 

English merchants heard the French might try to take over that region, they 

encouraged Edward  III to fight to protect their rights. 

The English also claimed that French pirates were attacking English vessels in the 

English Channel. 

Meanwhile, Edward had been trying to bring Wales and Scotland under his control.  

The French aided the Scots in their armed resistance to English troops. 

In 1337 a long conflict began between England and France. This was known as the 

Hundred Years' War. 

All land battles took place on French soil.  During peaceful periods, bored soldiers 

pillaged the countryside. 

The English army was well disciplined. It consisted mainly of professional soldiers.  

They also had the longbow, a new weapon which could shoot accurately over 500 

feet.  The arrow could easily penetrate the armor of a knight or horse. 

The French often used the crossbow, which could travel over 200 yards (a longer 

range than the longbow), but it took a lot longer to reload. 

Battle of Crécy: (1346) Using longbows and "thunder tubes" Edward crossed the channel and moved south.  

The French attacked, but lost over 1500 knights. Edward went on to set siege on Calais (which surrendered 11 

months later.) 

Poitiers: (1356) The English and French fought, but eventually the French surrendered. 

Agincourt: (1415) The English defeated a huage army. Henry V went on to conquer northern France. Charles 

the Mad offered his daughter in marriage. (Charles the Mad had a son named Charles Dauphin)  Henry died in 

1422. Charles died a few months later. Henry VI was proclaimed King of England and France, but the French 

were determined that no Englishman would rule them.  They wanted Charles' son to be their ruler. 

Joan of Arc: A peasant girl who was convinced she could liberate Orleans (which was under siege). She 

convinced Charles to provide her with an army.  The city was liberated.   

Charles Dauphin was crowned king.  Joan continued fighting, but was caught and sold to the English.  She was 

burned at the stake. 

After that, France liberated Paris and eventually recaptured Normandy.  
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. The Black Death 

The Black Death was one of the most devastating 

pandemics in human history.  It is thought to have 

originated in Central Asia and was most likely brought to 

the west along the _____________  ____________.  

From there it was carried to other parts of Europe on 

_______________ ships, carried by ______________ that 

lived on black _____________. 

In began to ravage Europe in the 1340s: 

 

The Black Death resulted in the deaths of an estimated 75 to 200 million. It is 

estimated to have killed between 30%-60% of Europe's population. According to 

the medieval historian, Philip Daileader,  

In Mediterranean Europe, areas such as Italy, the south of France and Spain, where 

plague ran for about four years consecutively, it was probably closer to 75–80% of the 

population. In Germany and England ... it was probably closer to 20%. 

Since people of the 1300s were at a loss to explain how or why the Black Death 

spread, some turned to astrology, earthquakes, or the poisoning of wells by Jews as 

possible explanations for the plague.  There were many attacks against Jewish 

communities:  

In August 1349, the Jewish communities of Mainz and Cologne were exterminated.  

In February of that same year, the citizens of Strasbourg murdered 2,000 Jews.   

By 1351, 60 major and 150 smaller Jewish communities were destroyed. (From 

Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Death) 

People tried various cures: drinking vinegar, avoiding moist food, boiling wax, 

milk, frankincense & oil and placing it on the skin. Wearing bags of spices around 

their necks. 
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The Black Death 

The Black Death was one of the most devastating pandemics in human history.  It is 

thought to have originated in Central Asia and was most likely brought to the west 

along the Silk Road. From there it was carried to other parts of Europe on merchant 

ships, carried by fleas that lived on black rats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To set up the simulation , prepare the bags with blue and red tiles: 

Bags 1 through 4, place 8 blue tiles and 2 red tiles. 

Bags 5 and 6, place 9 blue tiles and 1 red tile. 

 

Once you have set up the bags and have a die, you are ready to begin. Each person travels to as many 

towns as they can trying to survive the plague. This is how that happens: 

First person starts by rolling a die. 

If that person rolls a 1,2,3 - they stay in the town for 1 night (and pull one tile out of the bag and look at 

it) 

If that person rolls a 4,5,6 - they stay in the town for 2 nights (and pull two  tiles out of the bag and look 

at it) 

If she pulls out a blue tile/tiles, just go on to the next town and roll again. 

If she pulls out one red tile, she has been infected and will travel to the next 2 

towns before "dying."  Continue on to the next  town.  At that town, roll the die. 

If she rolls a 1,2,3 add one yellow tile to the bag.  If she rolls a 4,5,6 add 2 

yellow tiles to the bag.  Do the same thing for the next town. Then she has died 

and her turn is over. 

If she pulls out two red tiles, she dies immediately adding one yellow tile to the 

bag. Her turn is over. 

Now it is the second person's turn. She follows the same procedure. 

The more people that go through the simulation, the more yellow tiles that are added to the bags.  By the time 

we went through twice, our family found it difficult to survive!  

We did the entire plague simulation again with 4 red tiles/6 blue tiles in each bag. 

 

This gives everyone a 20% chance of catching 

the plague in the first three towns. 

©Made by Liesl at homeschoolden.com 



Photo Credits: 

Crusades Map: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Early_crusades_%282709974097%29.jpg 

Conquest Of Constantinople By The Crusaders In 1204: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:ConquestOfConstantinopleByTheCrusadersIn1204.jpg 

 

Hundred Year's War Map: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hundred_years_war_france_england_1435.jpg 

Black Death strikes Europe: 1347-1353: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Blackdeath2.gif 

 

Danse macabre by Michael Wolgemut: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Danse_macabre_by_Michael_Wolgemut.png 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Black Rats prefers to live near humans. Timber houses and overcrowded slums provided great homes. The link 

between the rat as reservoir of infection and host to fleas which could transfer to man was not understood. 

Efforts were made to eliminate cats and dogs but not rats. If anything, this encouraged the rats. 

The plague may have been to England in 1664 on Dutch trading ships. 

 

 

 



 

Our simulation was from London in 1665. Let's look at the spread of the Plague 

earlier in the Middle Ages. 

Look at how the Black Plague spread through Europe. Where did it start?  Do you know why? 

Why do you think it spread so quickly?  

 

Look at the region around Cracow. Why do you think the Black Plague did not spread there? 

If you were a king in the Middle Ages, what steps would you have taken to protect your 

kingdom?  
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This is painting is a miniature from "The Chronicles of Gilles Li Muisis" (1272-1352), abbot of the monastery of St. Martin of the 

Righteous. Tournai is a town in what is now Belgium. 

What exact year would you guess this is from based on the maps on the previous page? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

©Made by Liesl at homeschoolden.com 



 

This image is the Dance of Death published in the Chronicle of the World (Nuremberg, 1493) thought to be created by 

Michael Wolgemut. 
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Why do you think this doctor is wearing a beaked mask? 

How do you think people felt when they saw someone in this costume?  

 

The costume terrified people because it was a sign of imminent death. Plague doctors wore these protective costumes in accordance 

with their agreements when they attended their plague patients. 

 

This image is from around 1656. The Plague of 1656 killed 145,000 people in Rome and 

300,000 in Naples. 
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CREDITS: 

Black Plague activity is adapted from a simulation at http://www.people.ku.edu/~kcormack/Plague%20Lesson.pdf 

Deaths in London Information: http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/london_deaths_1665.htm 

Plague of London: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Great_plague_of_london-1665.jpg 

Black Plague Maps: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Death 

Bury Plague Victims in Tournai:   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Burying_Plague_Victims_of_Tournai.jpg 

Danse macabre by Michael Wolgemut:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Danse_macabre_by_Michael_Wolgemut.png 

Plague Doctor: Paul Fürst, Der Doctor Schnabel von Rom 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Paul_F%C3%BCrst,_Der_Doctor_Schnabel_von_Rom_(Holl%C3%A4nder_version).png 

 

You might also be interested in our Feudalism Notebook Pages and Simulation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://homeschoolden.com/2016/01/11/feudalism-worksheets-and-activities/
http://homeschoolden.com/2016/01/11/feudalism-worksheets-and-activities/


And if you continue on to study the Renaissance, Reformation, Age of Absolutism, Age of Enlightenment, and 

Scientific Revolution we have European History materials that cover the period 1500-1789. Visit our store for 

details: homeschoolden.com/store 
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