
England and France in the Middle Ages 

Who ruled the Frankish Empire in this map of 814? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the Treaty of Verdun? 

 

 

What problems resulted from this Treaty? 
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Look at these maps of Europe after Charlemagne's death.  Explain what happened: 

 

 

 

Who were the Vikings?  What regions did they settle? 
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Who was William the Conqueror? 

 

 

 

What was the relationship between the 

Saxons and Normans in England after 

1066? 

 

 

Who was William the Conqueror's 

grandson? Who did he marry? 
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This is a 13-century depiction of Henry II's children: left to right William, Henry, 

Richard, Matilda, Geoffrey, Eleanor, Joan and John 

 

 

 

 

 

Why was Richard known as Richard the Lionheart?  

 

Richard went off to fight where? why? 

 

When Richard died in 1199, who became king? 

 

 

 

What is the Magna Carta? 

 

 

What legend is set at this time? 

 

 

 
Romanticized 19th-century recreation of King John 

signing Magna Carta 
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Who ruled the Frankish Empire in this map of 814? Charlemagne 

What was the Treaty of Verdun? It divided Charlemagne's land between his 3 sons 

What problems resulted from this Treaty? Rulers in the western and eastern regions fought 

for control of the middle region.  

Look at these maps of Europe after Charlemagne's death.  Explain what happened: 

The middle region was taken over.  These struggles would shape the history of Europe for over 

1,000 years! 

Who were the Vikings?  What regions did they settle? Vikings were farmers and traders 

from Scandinavia. Growing population may have forced these expert sailors to seek land in 

other parts of Europe. In the 800s Vikings invaded England and settled a region known as 

Danelaw. Eventually the Anglo-Saxons won back their territory.  In 911 the king of the Franks 

gave part of northern France to some Viking raiders. This land became known as Normandy. 

Who was William the Conqueror? He was the Duke of Normandy who brought his Norman 

warriors to Hastings (in southern England). He fought against King Harold.  King Harold was 

killed and William became the new King of England. 

What was the relationship between the Saxons and Normans in England after 1066? 

Norman nobility ruled over the Saxons.  William's successors increased royal power. 

Who was William the Conqueror's grandson? Who did he marry? 

Henry II. He married Eleanor of Aquitaine who controlled vast parts of Europe. 

Why was Richard known as Richard the Lionheart? because of his reputation as a great 

military leader and warrior. By the age of 16, Richard had taken command of his own army, 

putting down rebellions in Poitou against his father 

Richard went off to fight where? why? He went to fight in the Crusades. 

When Richard died in 1199, who became king? John became king. John fought with the 

Church. He was excommunicated by the Pope and tried to regain the Pope's favor agreeing to 

pay a yearly annual fee to Rome. 
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John levied high taxes on his barons to support his wars in France.  He lost land in northern 

France that England had controlled since 1066 (since William the Conqueror). His barons 

became angry.  

They resented the taxes and were outraged by England's loss of land and prestige. 

In 1215 they force John to sign the Magna Carta. 

What is the Magna Carta? The Magna Carta was a written guarantee of the baron's rights 

and privileges. It was important because these rights which were given to nobles were later 

granted to ALL the classes.  It was also important because certain sections were later used to 

limit the power of the monarch. Finally, the Magna Carta established the idea that the king had 

to respect the law. 

What legend is set at this time?  Robin Hood -- The idea of Robin Hood as an Anglo-Saxon 

freedom fighter opposing oppressive Norman lords found popular appeal in the nineteenth 

century. 
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